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THE EXPERT ON

Roller Rinks

JOE CHAMPA picks three skating centers to do the Hustle.

Uetober is national roller skating month, so join Qaks Park
the neary 12 million Amencans who lace up a !
Orpened in 1905, Oaks Park's 100- by 200-foot

1 i wir L pis . 1 g L
Jrandr every vear, Uhne of them, oo doulst, will b maple floor offers the largest skating surface

Roller skating Association president Joe Cham- on the West Coast. The floor curves o
! I
par. Hepe, the lord of the nnks shares three spots edges, something you wan t find at modem ninks

vould cost too much to replicate
HMore |l"|.'-'r'|:'|-§ll'|:i:_ "f'l'.'.-'i‘-u'f"l'. 15 what Lies beneath

because it

worthy of vour next couplies’ skate

Because 1he park sits on the banks of the Wil
lamette River, it occasionally floods, Alter the
disastrous Vanport, Oregon, flood of 1948, rink
warkers came up with an inpenious solution
Avach steel drums underneath the floor When
the area flooded again in 1964 and 1996, they just
cult the pefimeter of the Hloor with a chainsaw and
let the whale thing safely float on the

water. oakspark com

Skateland

Celeb spotters should check out Skateland, where
everyone from Tom Cruise, Katle Holmes, and
Heather Locklear to Barbra Streisand, Valerie Ber
tinelli, and Magic johnson hiave strapped on 1
rotler skates. Just 25 miles north of Los -'-ul'g_{r.:::.
the rink—turning 50 yvears ald this January—also
mide small-screen cameos on Tel
L@ firmmiy Kamumnmed Live, Six
Wild World of Spiike. Backli
ceiling dluminate the blonde maple floc
ing somewhere between 100 to 500 skaters sach
night. skateland net

IS shows

5 and a flash

Skate Daze

Kads need modé than a few leisurely laps arol
the rink 1o stay entertained. Measunng at 45.0
square feet—nearly twice as large as the average
rimk—the activity-stuffed Skate Daze does the

job. Families have flocked 1o the rink’s huge maple
wood floor for more than 50 years. Mom and Dad
come to the "TOs-themed adult skate night on
Tuesdays, while the kids try out the multi-level
laser tag facility, rock-climbing wall, roller coaster
and bumper cars. But even those don't stack up to
the Playdazium, a 2,600-square-foot, three-story
play area with swings, slides, and plenty of things
o climb. skatedaze com

Ona Roll

Puit yoirself
on hot wheels.

'.‘\';f'.-.rm'n_:;r-r-.r;r!r-r.x-m"frm”
kids to have t.f,,ufm e o meet
and have a blast. Theyre

all aboul entertainmi nt.’



